Calling Stedman Triples
by Michael Henzhaw

Befors you skip too quickly fo the next page, let's get
ope thing sirzight, this short arbcle is about callmg
Stedman Triples, not abeot conducting it. Why do I
maks that distinction? Well mamly bacawe there are
very few people who conduct Stedman, st quite a Lot
who call i, 2nd also beczuse altboogh calling a peal of
Stedmian Triples has umdouitedly been the most chal-
lenging “conducting’ [ have

cxperienced (In terms of

Simple tonches

There are guite a momber of simple touches which may

be called by just usms thess four positions, each repre-

septing two bobs called consecutively. Here are some

of them, the first is pricked out below to illostate the

spacing of the calls within the course, the others are
just noted by their leter
desizration’.

Cconceniration), calling

touches is acfuzlly more

straightformard than mary
would believe.

SL) - This iz the sgoivalest
of 3 “bob coarse” in Bted-
man Trplss, @t iz &4

That's not fo say it's sazy,
Inat in this arficle I shall zive

changs: {ie. one oourss).

some basic  information
zbout how to call relatively
smuple towches of Stedmam
Triples.

Methods of calling fowches

The mo:t common way i3
probably to learn whers the
bobs and zingles come rela-
ive to the position of one
bell, most likely the ane you
are going o ring. This bell
is weoally  called  the
‘ohzeration bell. How-
aver, it is al:o poszible to

call a touch by the mzsic”,
iz by kmowing where the

4
50,50 (162 changs:, foo
Carses)
535 aor HH or LL
ar Q{158 or two
Carses)
&EQQ or QHHQ or

HL L (233 or three

n:11|.11!-e=1
SHL (3 tmes) or HOQ 3
times) (152 ar  three
Carses)

_ Mote that 5H and HL ac-

3 tualty represest four com-

secufive bobs, and SHL
reprezent: SiE ComssCutive

call: come relative to par-
trcular muszical (easily idem-
itfiable) patiem: - zuch as

obs,

Mow all the:e touches can

T
=
i

468",

Calling pozifions

—l] be called from amy kel fvou
don't bave to ring the =v-
enthy buf, of courss, wyou

The dizgram show: the line
of Btedman Triples, together
with the starting position for
gach of the zeven bell:

(marked with a dot on the
method line), and the four-
teen  calling  position:
(marked with a :quare). For
many toaches oaly a few of

=

may have to start the touwch
at a differsmt place  Far
imstance if you waated to
call SLC from the third bell
you would achally have to
call LQE, becauze you start
E in between the 3 and L po-

sitions.  The =same towch
from the treble would start
with ame bok (at 13, ie sec-

these will be uzed  Some

paimrs of positions kave been marked with letters; thesa
are the positions when the obzervation bell is um-
affectzd by calls, and they represent pairs of bobs, The
positions ars as follows:-

Pozifion:  Mame Meaning
Iand 4 3 In zlow and first whole tam
Sand & H First half tare and zecond half tom
Tand & L Last whole torm and cut slow

12 amnd 13 Q In quick amd ot quick

abd bob of the ) pair) and
fimishk with one hob at 12 {the first of the ) pair).

Amy touch that sive: am even number of changes
coming round at the uzoal place can ke called fom any
bell

When to call “Bob™

'T kave wied commaz to mdicate whick calls ocom
within the same Course.



This is very mportant, and will be a cucial factor in
whether or not your towch i3 zoccessful; a bob in the
wrong place in Stedmam (foo early or too late) will of-
ten comfuse 2 goeod proportion, and mayhe sven the
entire, band. In all methods the call should be made
ape whole pull before it take: effect; in 3tedman Tn-
plaz the call take: =ffect at handsroke following the

sfg-end, 5o the call must be made at the precedms
handsoke The dizgrams: are marked to show where

yvou should actoally call “bob’.  For the callmg
positions used in the tooche: above it is as follows:-

3 - Op the lzst blow in fifth's place (followinz the
didze 4-5 down) before going m zlow.

4 - On the first hand=troks of the first whole um {ie
before the mmap :econds).

5 - On the handsirake m third's place before the firs
half tum.

4 - On the handswoke m =acond’s place before the sac-
and half um.

7 - Om the frst handsoke le2d of the last whole tom
B - On the handstroke which iz the first blow in third’s
an the way out of the slow.

11 - Om the l2st blow in fifth"s place (following the
diodze 4-5 dowmn) before going n gquick

13 - Om the handstroks in second’s place after leadms
quick.

Learninz maore

I have had to azsume that you have a certam level of
kmowledze about Sfedman Triples in order to describe
calling toeches brisfly. If vou wizh to have 2 go at
calling Stedman then youo ought to oy to leam some-
thing about ifs construction, it will maks the callmg
much easier if you do. Eob Smiths book “Stzndard
Methods® gores 2 really emcellent introduction, 2nd
Wilirid hloreton’s booklst "Conducting Stedman Tr-
plaz’ zives a comcize, but clear, description, coverms
21l that is peceszary o get started

Why rot have 2 go at calling a simple towch? In a later
arficle I shall give zome slightly mors difficalt, bu
pozsibly mors mnzical, touches and dizcus: how these
may b= called.

T4H25351 313024
Towck: SLJ 4765213 {5126 74
46721531 1516247
1234567 GATA2L L 152674
1135476 GT4591 1386247
1314567 THE45 213 L532674
EEE NN BT84 12% ji112 4
1546175 GETL452 1527346
4210657 s6T4123% L235764
4236175 iTh143% 1187348
das et call “Bob” e 75641237 ] call “Bob" e 2515764 —
i42n 1TSS THE1 452 F2173%40
4562715 Bob teies e 671035423 Boboaies e 25713064
46372351 effect Thi14532 bzt 17551446
6432715 T16542% L T281364 Q
EE4728 )1 764532 TEX5140
call “Bob" e 3642714 call “Bob“ e 16T 542% l\.'.|||'|3||h"h- ATEILAG4
j46T241 GiT4552 375148
Bob tukes I 4376215 Bob tukes e L 647523 Bob tiies py, 282710
effect IJ4T20451 effect 465732 effect FXA1 7440
1746215 |8 41675813 SX37 164
TE42041 4alaviz I 746
call “Bob” e 74310214 Gd1TAY 1287164
4731264 [ EEE 1Y 8748
Bob takes TA4X5615 1H54372 3205470
effect TEAnEA | — G185439 1124567
174 L5 BH145T2 | 547
147 Q615427 1234567
4 1643872
4 565427




